GURU NANAK
THE Panjab was on the highway along which Muslim arms and1
culture passed into India. In the fifteenth century the province
had longer been under Muslim rule than any other. Its towns
and villages were honeycombed with Muslim saints and faqirs..
Panlpat, Sirhind, Pakpattan, Multan and Uchh were places,
where famous Sufi Shaikhs had spent their lives, and the names:
of Baba Farid, 'Ala-uI-Haq, Jalal-uiDm Bukhari, Makhdum*
Jafaaniyan, Shaikh Isma'il Bukhari, had become household words*
for piety and devotion. The ferment in the minds of men set
up by them prepared the intellectual; milieu in which a
synthesis of ideas could take place.
In |Ee district of Gujranwala, in the Tahsil of Sharkpur, i$
the small 1$page of Talwandi which is situated on the banks of
the river RaSk'vRai Bular, a Bhatti Rajput, was the lord of
this village, ahd_he had a Bed! Khatrl as an accountant whose
name was Mehta Kalu Chand. The accountant was held in
respect by the villagers and also by the Rai. On the full-moon
day of Kartik (November) 1469 A.D. the Mehta was blessed!
with a son. His family priest gave him the name of Nanak,
a name common to both Hindus and Musalmans. At the age,
of seven he was sent to school to learn Hindi, two years later^
to study Sanskrit, and shortly after to Mulla Qutb-ud-Dln to
learn Persian. It is difficult to say how much he profited by the
teaching of the Pandit and the Mulla. Tradition relates;
the usual kind of miraculous story regarding the preco-
city and astonishing wisdom of the child. It may,,
however, be presumed that the son of the accountant
who was destined by his father for government service
acquired some working knowledge of Hindi and Persian.
It is also likely that he did not show any violent desire for
learning, and therefore he was tried on Jhany odd jobs like agri-
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